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Director’s Message

Kimberly Frisco, 
Executive Director

Benefit News

Veterans who have Parkinsonism, bladder cancer, and/or hypothyroidism 
as a result of Agent Orange exposure may now apply for disability 
compensation provided by the VA under the recently approved National 
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2021.

Veterans with Parkinsonism, bladder cancer or hypothyroidism who have 
previously applied for VA disability compensation, but were denied, should 
reapply and might be eligible for retroactive compensation.  Exposed 
Veterans who have not yet applied should consider filing a new claim.

Last year, the Blue Water Navy Vietnam Veterans Act was signed into law.  
The legislation makes Vietnam Veterans stationed off the coast eligible for 
the same benefits as ground forces exposed to Agent Orange.

For assistance in applying for benefits, call 937-225-4801.

Continue to:
- Wear a mask
- Socially distance
- Wash your 
hands regularly

Department of Veterans Affairs Secretary Nomination
President Biden nominates former Obama White House Chief of Staff, 
Denis McDonough as the Secretary of Veterans Affairs.  McDonough is 
scheduled to testify before the Senate Veterans’ Affairs Committee this 
month.  If confirmed, Denis McDonough would be only the second        
non-veteran to lead the department.  

Updates Cost of Living Increases to VA Benefits

2021 VA Disability, and Dependency Indemnity Compensation rates,  saw 
1.3% cost-of-living increase based on the COLA calculations.  Veterans 
Pension rates saw a 1.6% cost-of-living increase.  Annually the VA makes 
cost-of-living adjustments (COLAs) to VA disability benefits to ensure that 
the purchasing power of VA benefits is not eroded by inflation.  Under 
federal law, the cost-of-living adjustments to VA’s compensation and 
pension rates are the same percentage for Social Security Benefits.  

Please ensure your dependent information is up-to-date by filing VA Form 
21-686C and ensure you have all supporting documentation so you don’t
miss out on any benefits you are entitled to receive.

Expanded Benefits for Veterans exposed to 
Agent Orange
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